
Art P.R.E.P
Parent-Run art Education Program



http://artprep.weebly.com/

This website has a full 
Elementary School 

Art curriculum 
for grades K-6



Art PREP features:

• Famous and well-known artist and artwork inspirations

Munch, The Scream



Art PREP features:

• One hour (approximate) projects –
start and finish in one session



Art PREP features:

• Low parent prep - let the kids do the art!



Art PREP features:

• Art elements and principles of design, plus lots 
of other art-related vocabulary

Color 
wheel

Secondary 
colors



Art PREP features:

• Many projects tie in to grade level curriculum

6th grade – ancient Egypt and Greece



Art PREP features:

• Tips on how to talk about the art

• Focal point

• Repetition

• Balance

• Contrast

• Mood



Art PREP features:

• Easy to follow art project instructions, 
many with step by step pictures 



It’s all on the Art PREP website

Here’s 
how it 
works:

It’s mobile friendly too!



Click on 
the project 
you want 
to do

Choose 
your 
grade 
level



Each page starts with information 
about the artist or style of art, 
plus specifics on the inspirational 
work of art.

Below that will be instructions on 
the art project—how to prep it, 
teach it and how the kids should 
do it.

You can print out this page, 
or take notes from it, or 
even access the website 
directly in the classroom.Sometimes 

there will be a 
PowerPoint 
presentation 
that you can 
download to 
help you teach 
the lesson



Make a Sample
We always encourage the parent presenter to make their 
own sample of the project first, so they have a better idea 
of how to explain it to the children.



Using famous 
artworks as 
inspiration –

and providing 
students with 
basic guidelines –

gives students 
confidence to 
explore their 
own creativity!

Help the students make art!



Encourage and Praise!
– Remind students that each artwork should reflect 

their own effort and vision – they should NOT all 
look the same.

– When students are afraid to move forward, 
encourage them just to give it a try.

– Help them follow the steps and guidelines, but 
don’t stress out if a student just wants to take 
the project their own way.  

– Find ways to praise each student’s unique efforts.



It’s a Flexible Program

• Pick and choose the projects you want

• Substitute supplies for what you have 
available

• Simplify or enhance the 
projects based on your 
time available or 
learning objectives
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Tier 1 Tier 2 Tier 3

construction paper scrapbook paper, tissue paper
butcher paper, cardstock, 

tissue streamers

pencils (for writing, printmaking, 
eraser side for painting)

colored pencils watercolor pencils

scissors rulers
protractors 

(stencil could be used instead)

glue bottles glue sticks
decoupage glue, hairspray

(fixitive for pastels)

crayons markers pipe cleaners

oil pastels chalk pastels
multi-cultural skin toned 

crayons or pastels

tempera paint black sharpies gold colored tempera paint

watercolor paint palettes liquid watercolor marbles, shirt boxes

paint brushes
sponges or foam stamps 

(painting)
Sumi brushes

paint palettes, water cups paper plates, styrofoam plates styrofoam bowls, paper bags

Q-tips, straws yarn, glitter
beads, feathers, sequins, 

sunflower seeds

cardboard pieces coffee filters wood pieces, pasta, rice

paper towels, dish soap baby wipes clay, clay tools, kiln



How to Fund

• At Oak Ridge, Art PREP is PTA funded 
and run entirely by parent volunteers

• We get some supplies through the 
district (such as construction paper)

• The Committee for the Arts may have 
some funding

• Teachers could sign up for Donors Choose

• Parents could be solicited for partial art supply 
donations

• Other fundraiser ideas?

• District could arrange art supply discounts



How to Implement

• If you have an old program (like Picture Person), 
it should be relatively easy to covert to Art PREP

• Schools can start on a smaller scale, with ready 
volunteers working in their own child’s classes

• Teachers could even use the program on their 
own, perhaps using parents to prep the supplies

• Oak Ridge parent volunteers would like to help 
by offering a “sister school” Art PREP partner 
training program



Oak Ridge Art PREP room
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plastic tubs 
to store the 

prepped 
supplies for 

a lesson



Art Showcase – in conjunction with Open House



Let’s try one of the projects!

2nd Grade: Cubist Self Portraits



What is Cubism?



NO, these are not cubism!



Cubism is a style of ART
Invented by Picasso (and his friend) in 1907

Some of the shapes in cubism may look like cubes, 
but they can actually be any shape at all



How Picasso made cubism:

Portrait of Pablo Picasso, by Juan Gris

1. ABSTRACT or simplify 
the object, keeping only 
the most important 
parts

2. Break the object 
into fragments, 
considering the best 
angle of the pieces 
(top? front? side?)

3. Put the abstracted 
and fragmented 
pieces back together, 
based on multiple 
perspectives

Picasso didn’t 
want cubist 
paintings to 
look “real”



Notice how these examples of faces by Picasso 
are broken up into fragmented planes of color 
and shape, showing some parts of the body 
from the front, some from the side, some 
even from the top or back.



Picasso tries to show you details that 
you wouldn't normally be able to see 
at the same time, 

all the while simplifying things so they 
are not overly detailed or complicated, 

which is good because the puzzle-like 
effect of cubism requires a lot of focus 
and attention.



We are going to make our own 
cubist self-portrait

Think about what parts of your face make you unique. What color are your eyes (or what 
color do you wish your eyes were)? What style and shape is your hair? Do you usually wear a 
ponytail? glasses? jewelry? a hat?



Useful art tip when gluing, 
repeat this mantra:

“Dot, dot, not a lot”


